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THE OPENING OF HOPE CENTER

It began with the churches—namely, the
churches on the south side of the
Berkeley campus of the University of
California. Historians may debate
whether it was the summer feeding
program in the basement of the First
Baptist Church in 1969 or the meal
program at the University Lutheran
Chapel in 1970 that gave birth to the
Berkeley Food and Housing Project. But

there will be no debate that the commitment of the churches and securing
wise leadership to coordinate the project that has led to this comprehensive
program for those without homes. 

A milestone in the project’s history took place this past summer with
the dedication of the Hope Center on Berkeley Way. It was noted as a
cooperative endeavor with the city, state and federal funds and the well-
reputed organization, Bridge Housing. 

The BFHP portion of the development now provides 32 shelter beds
for homeless adult men 53 units of permanent supportive housing for
homeless and disabled men and women 12 transitional housing beds for
homeless male veterans (in partnership with the VA), Offices for support
staff and partner agencies such as LifeLong Medical and Berkeley Mental
Health, and a commercial kitchen and dining facility for residents and daily
Community Meals.

An Invitation to Puerto Rico

Our Denomination, American Baptists Churches USA, extends an invitation
to attend the 2023 Biennial Mission Summit, June 23-25, 2023, in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. 

The theme, “For Such a Time as This,” will define the event as
American Baptists gather and connect with one another, hear from
American Baptist partners and friends, and worship together as a “family of
God.”

A full listing of speakers and presenters is given online at:
https://www.abc-usa.org/biennial/

https://www.abc-usa.org/biennial/


TO PHOEUN YOU OF CALIFORNIA AND CAMBODIA
By Dale Edmondson, Editor

My Dear Phoeun You,

I understand your name is pronounced  "Poon You." I understand
also you knew nothing, at the age of four, about the killing fields of
Cambodia when your father took your family out of that country to escape
the genocide of the Kymer Rouge. Possibly you remember your time in the
refugee camp in Thailand and, certainly, your family's settling in Utah before
coming to Long Beach to live out an American teenage life.

You faced unfortunate challenges there, given hostility to your Asian
background. Along with other young people, you felt a need for belonging
which was provided by joining a gang. I know violent acts often go with gang
life. In one of these you fired a gun into the crowd and someone was killed.
Convicted of murder at 20, you were sentenced to 35 years-to-life and sent
to San Quentin.

The next 26 years were transformational for you. Indeed, I find what
you did for your personal growth and healing remarkable. You became a
writer for the San Quentin News and finally joined the Society of
Professional Journalists. You helped found a self-help program for
connecting prisoners with their history and culture through education and
restorative justice. You worked with programs for non-violent
communications. You completed an Associate in Arts degree.

The parole board was so impressed with your progress and the
community support that gathered around you, that they recommended you
be given early release. But on the day you were released, because you had
entered our country as a child without the proper documents, you were
turned over to Immigration and Customs Enforcement which flew you to
Cambodia, a country you scarcely knew from your childhood. This is not
right, nor just. It defies any logic I can conjur up. You ought to be with your
family who have waited for you and in our community contributing what
you're uniquely equipped to offer.

Earlier, some of us tried to marshal support for the "Vision Act," that,
given our status as a Sanctuary State, would have prohibited people like you
being turned over to ICE. That act failed by three votes in the State Senate. 

Surely, there is a way to get you "home!" A movement has formed
to ask Governor Newsome to pardon you. I have done that and hope others
will join me. California and America (and those who point to a Faith as
ground of their morality) are better than what has taken place.

- - -
Requests for pardon may be made at: www.gov.ca.gov. Select "Contact" link,
choose "Clemency–Pardon" from the drop down menu and "Pro." Information
about others needing pardon may be requested at: allison@labcoakland.org.

mailto:allison@labcoakland.org.


BRIEF NOTES

Redwood Glen Camp will
celebrate its 65th year in 2023.
Although the 165 acre camp and
conference center was founded
by American Baptists, the camp
today is operated by its own
board, many of whom are drawn
from local congregations.

The following camps
have now been announced for
the summer:
Pioneer Camp (July 5-8)
   1st - 4th Grades
Discovery Camp (June 19-24)
   2nd - 5th Grades
Adventure Camp (July 9-14)
   4th - 6th Grades
Middle Sch Encounter (July 9-14) 
   6th - 8th Grd
Senior High Camp (July 9-14)
   9th - 12th Grds
Registration: Redwood Glen
   100 Wright Dr
   Loma Mar CA 94021
  (650) 879-0320
   info@redwoodglen.com

Lakeshore Peace Academy,
Lakeshore Church’s Children’s
Center, celebrated the 50th
anniversary of its founding in
March, and a church-wide
celebration was held in August.
Except for four months at the
beginning of the pandemic, the
center  has  been  open
continuously since 1972.

“Food for Thought” is a
program that recognizes
adequate nutrition is necessary
for learning in schools. For
several years, Shell Ridge
Com muni ty Church  has
participated in this work. Together
with other congregations, during
December alone, they provided
boxes of winter meals to over 600
kids and their families in 13
schools in the West Contra Costa
Unified School District.

The program is carried
out in partnership with the
Community Outreach Personnel
at each school. Food for Thought
says its endeavor is based on the
well-researched principle “that
children cannot learn when they
are hungry.” During the holidays
when children are not receiving
breakfast and lunch at school, the
program provides nourishment to
maintain their health and learning
ability. The Pacific Coast Baptist
Association has contributed to
this work.

Peace Camp June 26–30
Baptist Peace Fellowship

San Juan, Puerto Rico

To practice peacemaking in the
community • Peacemaking pro-
gramming for children and adults
World network of peacemakers

https://www.bpfna.org/
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PEOPLE

Katie (Kathryn) Choy-Wong has been named the 2023 recipient
of the Cora and John Sparrowk President's Award. The award will be
presented during the 2023 American Baptist Churches Biennial Mission
Summit on behalf of the American Baptist Churches USA Board of General
Ministries. The award recognizes an American Baptist who has over a
period of years made an exceptional and outstanding contribution to the life
of the church. She is known and respected for her leadership as a pastor,
Regional staff responsibilities in social ministry, and in an intercultural
institute of which she was co-founder.

Sandra Lee has been named National Coordinator for Mission
Response for the American Baptist Home Mission Society at King of
Prussia, PA. She will work with the Healing and Transforming Communities
unit of the Society. Sandra has served at Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church,
the National Asian Caucus/Asian Alliance, and the Evergreen Baptist region.

Joseph Evans has appointed to the J. Alfred Smith, Sr. Endowed
Chair of Theology in the Public Square at the Berkeley School of Theology.
Dr. Evans currently serves as Dean of Morehouse School of Religion in
Atlanta. He regularly teaches courses at the International Theological
Center, and previously, the Divinity School at Howard University and Wesley
Theological Seminary. He served as Senior Pastor for 16 years at the
historic Mount Carmel Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.

Doug Siden, long-time Bay Area Baptist leader and minister, has
been honored by the East Bay Regional Park District by naming the Crab
Cove Visitor Center for him. Doug served that organization for nearly 25
years, several terms as Chair of its Board. As an environmentalist, he
worked to protect and restore Crown Beach and San Leandro’s Oyster Bay
Regional Shoreline. With American Baptist Churches of the West, he led the
Region’s camping program, including developments at Redwood Glen
Baptist Camp.

Michael Burch, Interim Pastor of Shell Ridge Baptist Church in
Walnut Creek, will become a chaplain to students at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison. He has concluded an extended period of Interim
leadership there. During his time as Pastor, Mike married (Tania from the
Dominican Republic) and they had a daughter (Vania).

George Oliver, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church of San Jose, has
resigned. The congregation, at present, is being led by lay members of the
church. Pacific Coast Baptist Association has made a contribution to assist
with the congregation’s current financial need.


