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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
February, 2023 

F 
amily, 

I am writing this month’s letter on a windy and rainy Wednesday afternoon 
in January.  The rainfall totals in the Bay Area this month are among the 
highest in recorded history.  I would be remiss to declare the long drought to 
be over.  However, the drought’s grip on California appears to be loosening. 

This coming Sunday, January 29, is the Annual Meeting of Lakeshore Avenue Baptist 
Church and Oakland First Baptist Church.  It also will be Stan Fong’s last Sunday as 
our organist.  For twelve years Stan’s skill has blessed us Sunday after Sunday.  Even 
though we have been searching diligently for an organist/keyboardist, we have not yet 
found the person we need.  There are several reasons for this, but I have to believe 
that patience will prove to be a virtue.  In the meantime, we will rely primarily on sub-
stitute pianists. 

Another retirement of a key LABC staff person looms as Charlene Wolf will conclude 
her work as the producer of the Transmitter and Sunday Bulletin on March 29.  We will 
honor her eight and one-half years of marvelous work at our communications desk on 
one of the Sundays of March.  More to come in regard to that celebration.  Our Suc-
cession Planning Task Force has begun the work of considering what the congrega-
tions needs in the long term in the realms of administration, communication and infor-
mation technology. 

With you, I look forward to February and African American History Month.  Even in a 
time of great personal sorrow, Pastor Carolyn has led the work of planning for the 
month.  I wrote these words for the AAHH brochure. 

In preparation for this year's African American History Month, I am reading Against 
The Hounds of Hell: A Life of Howard Thurman by Peter Eisenstadt. 
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The book describes Thurman and family arriving, after a five day cross country train 
ride, in San Francisco in July of 1944.  After settling into a home that needed much 
care (think rodent infestation), Thurman began his work as the Senior Minister of the 
recently established Fellowship Church. 

He told the church leaders that he wanted the church's commitment to peace to be 
found "in the quality of life that emanates from the place rather than from pronounce-
ments of one kind or another." 

I think his words describe my hope for our annual celebration of AAHM.  While our 
pronouncements about the significance of the celebration before us matter, the les-
sons we take from the history are of greater significance than the statements we 
make. 

I look forward to the lessons which we, together, will learn. 

Easter Sunday is April 9th this year meaning that Ash Wednesday will be February 22. 
We will observe the day with three times of vigil: 7-8 a.m., 12-1 p.m. and 5-6:30 p.m.  
Please come to the Sanctuary during any of those times to reflect, pray and receive 
the sign of the ashes. 

Peace as we journey towards Easter, 
Pastor Jim 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
(Eric Milner-White) 

 
 

Our Life Together...continued H. James Hopkins 
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Pastor of Public Witness Allison J. Tanner 

 

T 
he Sanctuary Working group met in January to reflect on our work in 2022 and 
begin looking to 2023.  We realized that we have engaged significantly in immi-
gration justice efforts in the past year, experiencing powerful success stories (like 

Sergio’s journey to asylum and the closing of Yuba Detention Center) as well as devas-
tating defeats (the failure of the California Senate to pass the VISION Act ending unjust 
ICE transfers).  We joined pilgrimages to all of California’s remaining immigration deten-
tion centers and to Angel Island, California’s first immigration detention center, hearing 
the cries of the oppressed and joining with communities who have long decried such 
practices.  
 
From these experiences, both the heartbreak and the hope, we were moved to bring 
the stories of immigrants who had endured unjust ICE transfers to the larger congrega-
tion.  Our Pardon Campaigns became a way to take so much of what we have been 
learning, and the relationships we are building, to the larger church to invite more peo-
ple to join us in this work.  As we learned and shared the stories of people who have 
endured so much inhumanity at the hands of our government, our hearts have grown, 
our minds have expanded, and our hands have found ways to continue to embrace be-
loved community and advocate for justice.  It was a joy to meet Sal, one of the men we 
got to know through this process, and have him join us in worship! (If anyone might be 
able to provide transportation for Sal to continue to worship with us, please let me 
know.) 
 
I share this with you not only as a reflection on the past year, but as an invitation for you 
to reflect with us, and discern with us, where and how we might continue our efforts.  
What has impacted you most from Lakeshore’s living out our commitment to immigra-
tion justice?  What ways would you like to learn more, engage more, or have the leader-
ship team guide the larger church?  As we continues to discern our way forward, we 
would love to hear from you!  Please reach out and share your thoughts on what it 
means to you to be part of a Sanctuary Congregation and how we can continue to live 
out our commitments to immigration justice. 
 

- - -  
 
In lieu of a Public Witness Forum in February, I encourage you to attend the Forums 
planned by the African American Heritage Month planning committee. 
 
Public Witness Bible Study on February 7 and 8 – we will lift up Scripture, poetry 
and writings that call us to an expansive and embracing understanding of love: love of 
self, love of neighbor, love of enemy, love of community and love of life’s journey. 
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“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, 
if we do not give up. 

10 
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work 

for the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith.” (Galatians 6:9-
10, NRSVUE) 
 

T 
here are many opportunities for ministry in the life of Lakeshore.  In fact, 
each of us and our gifts need to be utilized in order that the work God has 
given us to do takes place.  

 
Our Educational ministry needs your prayers, hearts, and hands so that we may 
continue and expand our ministry to the children and youth of the church and 
community.  Vacation Bible Camp takes place in July (10-14) and our all church 
family retreat takes place in August (4-6).  For each of these events we have a 
planning committee and these committees are open to anyone who is interest-
ed in helping. 
 
In April, the Saturday before Easter Sunday, April 8, is the Easter Egg Dyeing 
and Hat Parade.  Last year we were able to share cupcakes with the children’s 
center.  In order for all participants to have a fun time, we need volunteers to 
help in various areas, especially working with the children on various crafts and 
activities. 
 
In February, we celebrate African American History Month.  We hope that you 
will participate in the planned activities and maybe be inspired to take part in the 
planning.  More details about this month’s activities can be found in the Trans-
mitter. 
 
Looking forward to continue our faith journey in unity and joy, 
Pastor Carolyn 
 

Pastor of Christian Education                            Carolyn Matthews 
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February 2023 Preaching Schedule 
African American History Month 

Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church 
Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

 
February 5 (Service of Communion, First Sunday of African American History 
 Month) Pastor Hopkins, Preaching 
 “Pronouncements Have Their Place” 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
 Jesus envisions a community in which peace emanates from the quality 
 of their life together. 
 
February 12 (Second Sunday of African American History Month) 
 Pastor Matthews, Preaching 
 
February 19 (Third Sunday of African American History Month) 
 Reverend Robert Wilkins, Preaching 
 
February 26 (Fourth Sunday of African American History Month, Soul Food 
 Dinner Sunday) Julian Nesbitt, Preaching 

Church Council Notes—1-17-23 
 

1. Annual Meeting Agenda Review 
2. Biennial Mission Summit June 23-25 in Puerto Rico 
3. Many activities planned for African American History Month 
4. Minister Sandra told us about her new position 
5. Discussion about what it would mean to become an Apartheid Free 
Church. Council agreed more education is needed before the congregation 
considers whether or not to take the pledge. There are risks as well as re-
wards. 
6. Review of 2022 budget wrap-up 
7. Worship and Congregational Care needs Communion servers.  They are 
building a list with the goal of having enough volunteers that servers only 
need to serve once a quarter.  Let Paige Bence (leebbnce@yahoo.com) know 
if you can help. 
8. The Departments are hard at work! Thank you all! 

—Marie Johnson 
Moderator 
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Church Calendar for February 
 
 Department Meetings:  
Educational Ministry February 5, 8:45 Zoom; 
Social Concerns February 8, 6 Zoom; 
Stewardship February 12,12:30 Zoom; 
Worship and Congregational Care February 28, 7:05 Zoom. 
 
 Other Meetings and Events: 
Flick Flack February 10, 6:30 Zoom. 
Forever Young February 11,1:30 Zoom. 
Sanctuary Working Group February 14, 7 Pastor Tanner’s Zoom Account. 
Church Council February 21, 7:05 Zoom. 
Ash Wednesday Vigils February 22, 7-8 a.m., 12-1 p.m., 5-6:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary. 
LABC Reads February 25, 9-10 Zoom. 
Soul Food Dinner February 26, 11:45 Barnett Hall. 
 

Weekly Meetings 
Sunday - Adult Bible Study, Zoom and Church Library  
Tuesday* at 6:00 PM – Bible Study, Zoom 
Wednesday* at 10:30 AM – Bible Study and Prayer (same as Tuesday), Zoom 
Thursday at 6:00 PM – Together in Spirit Bible Study, Zoom  
Saturday at 10:00 AM – Time for Prayer, Zoom  
 
*First Tuesday and Wednesday of each month, Public Witness Bible 
Study. 

 
The church office is closed on Fridays and February 20 (Presidents’ Day 
Holiday).  Pastor Hopkins’ day off is Friday.  Transmitter deadline is February 
13 (February 24 mailing—one day later than usual). 
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Kid’s and Youth Corner 
 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NRSV) 
6Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  
7Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
 
February Greetings to you all: 
 
February is African American History Month, a time for special events 
at Lakeshore.  As in years past, we will take the time to acknowledge 
the contributions of African Americans in the history of the United 
States.  In the past, we have talked about many of the items that we 
today take for granted that were invented by African Americans – 
traffic light, longer lasting light bulb (filament), refrigeration trucks 
(which makes it possible to move perishable food across the country), 
and the “Super Soaker.” 
 
We also acknowledge that still, today, there are many places in which 
African Americans are the “first” or “second.” Can you name those 
pictured below and the area in which they made inroads? 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With Joy, 
Pastor Carolyn 
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February 2023 Sunday Adult Bible Study 

During African American History Month the adult bible study class meets with 
the forum.  The first Sunday is an abbreviated forum because of the special cof-
fee hour.  The Soul Food Dinner takes place after worship on the fourth Sun-
day.  There are forums scheduled for the second and third Sundays: 

Feb 12 – Dale Edmondson will lead: Voice of Freedom interweaves Marian An-
derson's rich life story with this landmark moment in history, exploring funda-
mental questions about talent, race, fame, democracy, and the American soul.  

Feb 19 – Alice Butler and Yvonne Crosby Young will lead:  Making Black Amer-
ica: Through the Grapevine - Exploring how free Black people in the North and 
South built towns, established schools and held conventions, creating networks 
to address the political, economic and social needs of the Black people. 

The forums will be available through the church Zoom. 

February Children and Youth 
Birthdays 

1 Ricky Hamilton-Weiss  

18 Connor McCorkle 

21 Amani Hadley  

28 Avani Lee  

Additional Christmas Greetings Received by LABC 
 

Dorothy Shanks Family 
Janet and George White 

Julie, Zoe, Olive, Hazel and Henry Milcoff 
Leslyn Henry 
Mary Karne 

Michael Hammer 
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African American History Month 2023 

The planning committee has been hard at work making plans for February.  
This year we will have our first Sunday coffee hour and at this time we are 
planning for an in person soul food dinner (there are still some issues being 
worked out). 

First Sunday Coffee Hour 

For this first Sunday coffee hour, we are inviting people to wear traditional 
African attire.  We will also invite people to discuss why the item they are 
wearing is important or significant.  We are also working on having a display 
and discussion about Kente cloth. 

Preaching 

This year the preachers for the month are known to us: Pastor Jim, Pastor 
Carolyn, Rev. Robert Wilkins, and Brother Julian Nesbitt. 

Forums 

Forums will take place at 11:45 am on the second and third Sundays via 
Zoom and in person. (look under the “Sunday Adult Bible” study for topics) 

Children’s Stories 

The children’s stories this month will feature interviews with people who 
make a difference. 

Soul Food Dinner 

The soul food dinner is being planned for the fourth Sunday February 26.  

Library Display 

For those of you worshipping in person, please take the time to check out 
the display of books from the church library and some on loan from the per-
sonal collection of members and friends.  
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Recommended Reading 

Below is a partial list of books recommended by church and committee 
members. Please send us your suggestions and it will be shared with the 
church. 
 

 American Sirens: The Incredible Story of the Black Men Who Became   
America’s First Paramedics, Kevin Hazzard 

 This is My America, Kim Johnson 
 The Yellow Wife, Sadeqa Johnson 
 The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks, Jeanne Theoharis 
 Promised Land: A Historically Black California Town Honors its Proud,       
Painful Past and Fights for its Future (Allensworth) 

 Black Cake, Charmaine Wilkerson 
 The Love Songs of W.E.B. Dubois by Honoree Fanonne Jeffers 
 The Debt: What America Owes to Blacks, Randall Robinson 
 Black Women Will Save the World: An Anthem, April Ryan 
 The Harlan Renaissance: Stories of Black Life in Appalachian Coal 
Towns, William Turner 

 
Forever Young 
Forever Young will meet in February (details still being worked out) 
 
LABC Reads 
The book for February is, American Sirens: The Incredible Story of the Black 
Men Who Became America’s First Paramedics by Kevin Hazzard.  “In Amer-
ican Sirens, acclaimed journalist and paramedic Kevin Hazzard tells the dra-
matic story of how a group of young, undereducated Black men forged a 
new frontier of healthcare.  He follows a rich cast of characters that includes 
John Moon, an orphan who found his calling as a paramedic; Peter Safar, 
the Nobel Prize-nominated physician who invented CPR and realized his 
vision for a trained ambulance service; and Nancy Caroline, the idealistic 
young doctor who turned a scrappy team into an international leader.” 
 
We continue to work on activities for the month. The brochure will have de-
tails of events and information about online presentations from other organi-
zations. There also will be periodic updates in the mid-week messages.  We 
hope you are looking forward to a time of worship, learning, and fellowship. 

African American History Month...continued  



 

11 

2023 LABC GRIEF AND LOSS DEVOTIONAL: 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Volume II of Comfort in Times of Grief and Loss, a Lakeshore Avenue Baptist 
Church devotional of essays, scriptures, prayers and meditations was pub-
lished in 2016.  We are pleased that Dr. Alean Saunders-Coffey will again edit 
a third volume of this journal in 2023.  The theme is TESTIMONIES ON 
GRIEF AND LOSS and will be dedicated to first person perspectives from 
members of the LABC congregation and community.  

In his poem The Prelude, English poet William Wordsworth describes small, 
memorable events that help define us as “spots of time.”  Some of these oc-
currences, about which we now grieve, may have been lost on our life’s jour-
ney.  You may choose to write about what an experience such as this means 
for you.  

You also may wish to share views about your own health and wellbeing, care-
giving for someone with an illness, the loss of a job or primary residence, per-
sonal safety and security, the death of a beloved family member, cherished 
friend, acquaintance, animal companion—or someone you never met. 

Submission Guidelines 
Submission period:  January 15-March 15 
Publication:  July/August 
Accepted genres:  original works of nonfiction:  poetry, hymns, essays, 
images 
Multiple submissions will be accepted 
Include your name and contact information on each page 
Include a brief biography 
Submit your work in a Microsoft Word Document attachment to 
aleansaunderscoffey@gmail.com 
You may send paper submissions by postal mail to: Dr. Alean Saunders-
Coffey, 3871 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611 
 

For questions or additional information, contact 
Alean Saunders-Coffey at 510.435.5290.  

mailto:aleansaunderscoffey@gmail.com
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February Flick Flack 

Flick Flack will be held on Friday, February 10 at the home of 
Dave Gattey, Piedmont Gardens, 110-41

st 
Street Apt. 711, Oak-

land.  Social time begins at 6:30 p.m. (please bring an appetizer 
to share) and the movie starts at 7:00 p.m.  The movie shown 

will be Elvis, starring Austin Butler (who won the Golden Globe) as Elvis and 
Tom Hanks as his agent, Colonel Tom Parker.  The story is seen through the 
prism of the complicated relationship of the two men, spanning 20 years.  If 
you wish to watch at home and join the post movie discussion on Zoom, 
please be aware that streaming is on HBO or Amazon Prime ($5.99 rental fee) 
or check online for other options.  Please R.S.V.P. to Dave no later than 
2/7/23 (dgattey@sbcglobal.net or 510.865.0975).  Please let Dave know if you 
plan to attend the Zoom discussion so he can send you the link. 

╬   ╬   ╬ 

Hunger Task Force Corner 

Save the dates! The Hunger Task Force’s Spring Business Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, March 26 at 12:30.  The Hunger Task Force Faire 
featuring the agencies we support will be held during Coffee Hour. HTF 
agencies will also participate in the Forum that day. 
The 41

st
 Anniversary Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, June 4. 

CBSU Drive 

This winter the need for coats, blankets, sleeping bags, and new undergar-
ments (boxers, underwear, and socks) is great. We’re supporting City 
Team, St. Mary’s, and Berkeley Food & Housing. 

If you have donations, please drop them at the church, and we will coordi-
nate a pick-up. 
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Family News 
 

O ur sympathy to Yvonne and Walter Young as they mourn the death of Wal-
ter’s brother. 

 

S ympathies are extended to Pastor Jim’s family in North Carolina as they 
mourn the death of his cousin, Hope. 

 

W e mourn with Sammy and Randy as they grieve their father. 
 

O ur Sympathy for Declan Brown’s cousin’s family as they mourn. 
 

From the Mail 

Thank you for being a partner with CityTeam Oakland!  Unfortunately, two 
passenger vans in our women's program have reached the end of their useful 
life.  We are reaching out in the event that your congregation has a gently 
used passenger or mini van that would be donated to help the women and 
children in our program get where they need to be. Thank you so much for 
your consideration and please feel free to reach out if you have any ques-
tions. 
                                                                             —Becky McKeen 
                                                                                                      510.379.5060 
                                                                             rmckeen@cityteam.org 

Save the Date 
 
You’re invited to the 2023 Biennial Mission Summit June 23-25, 2023 at the 
Puerto Rico Convention Center in San Juan, Puerto Rico.  The event theme is 
“For Such a Time as This” inspired by the Hebrew Bible story of Esther.  Regis-
tration and more information, including speakers and presentations, is availa-
ble at www.americanbaptists2023.com.   

mailto:rmckeen@cityteam.org
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Earth Stewardship Task Force Corner 

We’ve talked about some of what we can do as individuals to diminish 
the serious effects of climate  change.  Here in California, I once learned 
in a California Geography class that our normal weather patterns were a 
decade or so of dry years for each wet one.  But now the dry years are 
more serious (and lead to more fires) and the wet ones (like this year) 
lead to enough rain water and wind to become extremely serious, more 

than just inconvenient, they are becoming more extreme by the changing climate.  
There are many personal things we can do: how we shop, eat, move around, plan for 
less packaging  and fewer unneeded trips, etc.  But we can do more by joining one (or 
more) of many climate action groups in the Bay Area.  I’ve just listed a few here.  They 
all would love money, for investment in staffs and action planning.  They have actions, 
marches, protests, etc. which require attendance, sign painters and organizers.  Sadly, 
during the bulk of the pandemic, I have personally seen my participation in these 
groups fade.  I am hoping we (and they) can begin again because in this particular year 
forward action is extremely important since parts of the government seek to push us 
back.  Even being only a supporting member (by issuing  checks) will  give you some 
interesting reading to do—and information is important in our push for a carbon free 
country.  A magazine I recently discovered, Green America.org discusses a broad 
range of climate and environment issues, all with suggestions of how people can partic-
ipate.  Go to the website and you will see pictures of public actions as well as sugges-
tions on the purchase of safe products.  The Bay Area 350.com has been around for at 
last 20 years or more on the forefront of many well-informed protests, as well as com-
mentary on promised developments for housing, mines, pipelines.  Communities for a 
Better Environment has groups in many local cities pushing to stop more fossil fuel re-
trieval and new gas stations, among other items.  You can go online and find many 
groups, one of which is likely to be close to a personal interest (for Birds, the Audubon 
Society; for good ideas and hope, there’s Yes Project which focuses on group projects 
like community gardens, National Parks, clean-up days; and check out Ocean Conserv-
ancy and their  publication Splash.  Then there’s 1000 Grandmothers who are at many 
parades and shows (and  sponsored the GND (Green New Deal) web story of 2020).  
Frankly, many people are getting woke and are seriously nervous about a decent future 
for their progeny, so you can find references to hopeful corrections in many environ-
ment and social issues in a wide variety of options.  Spend  a bit of time online to see 
what kinds of things are happening and how you can participate.  The menu keeps 
growing.                                                                              
                                                     —Mary Sue Meads 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to all February birthday folk! 

Save the Dates: 

The following are important upcoming 
events that we hope you won’t miss: 

 

March 

       26 HTF Faire and Business 
 Meeting 
  
April 
 2 Palm Sunday 
 8 Easter Egg Dyeing and Hat 

Parade 
 9 Easter Sunday 
 
June 
 4 Hunger Walk 
 

July 
 10-14 Vacation Bible Camp 
 
August 
 4-6 All Church Retreat 

╬   ╬   ╬ 

16  Theresa Traynor 
19  Deborah Garcia 
  Leon Veal 
21  Mary Frances Anderson 
23 Jeanette Paige 
25 Kristen Wilson 
27 Doug Paulsen 

3 Roderick Murray 
4 Paige Bence  
7 Paul Wilkinson 
8 Christian Dawkins 
 Sharon Gordon-Greer 
10 Karen Hopkins 
14 Valentine Royal Thomas 
15 Annelle Clute 
 Luke Oladoja 
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