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O 
ur Litany for Welcoming a New Member, #341 in the Chalice 
Hymnal reads: 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus Christ, 
We gladly welcome you into this community of faith, 

 enfolding you with our love 
 and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God’s Spirit 
 Let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
 and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ’s church may in all things stand faithful. 

I am always happy when we are able to welcome new members into the life of 
Lakeshore and share in the reading of these words. The welcoming of new 
members is an encouragement to all. The theology expressed in the litany is 
rooted in the incarnational theology of the gospels. As followers of Jesus, we 
welcome, love, care, are empowered by God’s Spirit, encourage, strengthen 
and express faith.  We experience God in our life together. 

In January, Sundays 8,15 and 22 at 11:45, I will lead another three-session 
series of New Member Classes.  If you are considering membership, know 
someone who is, or simply want to learn a little bit more about our beliefs, 
practices and heritage, I hope you will attend or invite an acquaintance to 
attend. 

On January 8
th
 I will do a short introduction and then, in an effort to provide 

theological grounding for the ministry of Lakeshore, share my favorite passages 
of scripture. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
  January, 2023 
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On January 15
th
 we will consider the Four Fragile Freedoms (Soul Freedom, 

Bible Freedom, Church Freedom and Religious Freedom) at the heart of our 
Baptist witness, emphasizing our congregation’s commitment to faith, freedom, 
all. 

On January 22
nd

 we will look at the organizational philosophy and ministry 
practices that define us.  A key question that we will consider is “What makes 
us worthy of our steeple?” 

We are planning a Service of Baptism for Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023.  These 
classes will be a time of preparation for those who would like to be baptized.  In 
Baptist life baptism, as well as church membership, are important outward 
symbols of essential inner commitments.  I look forward to discussing these 
commitments with you. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jim 

2023 Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 
 
In January, our Outreach Offering supports the 2023 Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering (RMMO).  This past year has been one of both recovery 
and enduring struggles for our American Baptist Churches community—a year 
that reminds us of all that pastors do for our churches, congregations, and the 
communities they serve.  The theme for this year’s offering is: For all they’ve 
done.. RMMO funds are distributed as “Thank You” checks to ABCUSA retired 
ordained ministers and commissioned missionaries who have devoted 15 years 
or more to our denomination, as well as surviving spouses.  A certain portion 
also is allocated for direct emergency assistance.  The offering originated in the 
mid-1930s as the Communion Fellowship Offering and since 1977 has been 
known as RMMO. 
 
We give to remember and to thank those who have dedicated their lives in 
service to Christ, the church, and us.  With gift revenue from last year’s 
offering,  3,395 thank you checks were distributed. 
 
You can donate by placing an expression of gratitude in the offering envelope 
available in the Sanctuary pews, or donate online indicating the offering is for 
RMMO. 



 

3 

Pastor of Public Witness Allison J. Tanner 

 

I 
n December our Tuesday night and Wednesday morning Bible Studies learned more 
about Israeli Apartheid and what it means to incarnate “good news” for our Palestini-
an siblings.  We studied A dossier on Israeli Apartheid: A Pressing Call to Churches 

Around the World co-written by Kairos Palestine (Palestinian Christian leaders) and 
Global Kairos for Justice (their international Christian partners).  Following these stud-
ies, there was general consensus that Palestinians are enduring apartheid and the in-
ternational Christian church has a moral and theological responsibility to partner in their 
struggle for liberation. 
 
One response of our study was for Lakeshore to consider signing a pledge to become 
an Apartheid Free Church.  This pledge is part of an ecumenical campaign throughout 
the United States inviting churches to name Israeli Apartheid and refrain from collabo-
rating with those who support or enable it.  This campaign follows the leadership of Pal-
estinian civil society leaders who have asked the international community to create 
Apartheid-Free Zones and Palestinian Christian pleas to the international Christian 
community to join in their struggle for freedom.  This pledge is rooted in Christian em-
bodiment of the gospel of love and liberation. It states: 
 

We affirm our commitment to freedom, justice, and equality for the Palestinian 
people and all people.  We oppose all forms of racism, bigotry, discrimination, 
and oppression, and we declare ourselves an Apartheid-Free Church.  To this 
end, we pledge to join others in working to end all support to Israel’s apartheid 
regime, settler colonialism, and military occupation. 

 
I hope you will join us in prayerfully considering taking this pledge of support for Pales-
tinians struggling for their freedom. 
 
Public Witness Forum on January 8 will feature special guest Salesh Prasad.  Many 
in our congregation signed postcards to Governor Newsom requesting a pardon for Sal 
in November.  Since that time, Sal has been released from detention.  He continues to 
fight for his freedom through his pardon campaign.  Sal will share his testimony and 
how his faith has strengthened him throughout his journey. 
 
Public Witness Bible Study on January 3 and 4 will feature Scripture and poetry to 
ground us as we begin a new year.  If you have a favorite poem, you can share it with 
the group.  

https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication/a-dossier-on-israeli-apartheid-a-pressing-call-to-churches-around-the-world
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication/a-dossier-on-israeli-apartheid-a-pressing-call-to-churches-around-the-world
https://www.bdsmovement.net/apartheid-free-zones
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER IN 2023 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 (NRSVUE) 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
29

He gives power to the faint 
    and strengthens the powerless. 
30

Even youths will faint and be weary, 
    and the young will fall exhausted, 
31

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint. 

A 
 new year stretches out before us.  It is a time when we reflect on the 
past and consider the road forward.  The past year, as with life, was filled 
with ups and downs, joys and pains.  Yet those of us who are part of a 

Christian family, community, are able to celebrate together and grieve together. 
The Holy Spirit abides within us and our Christian family surrounds us – making 
it possible to continue the journey informed by our life experiences. 

Below are a few of the dates the Department of Christian Education has al-
ready calendared and we ask you to note these dates on your personal calen-
dars: 
April 8 – Easter Hat Parade 
July 10-14 – Vacation Bible Camp 
August 4-6 – All Church Family Retreat 
October 28 – Harvest Festival 

We hope you will consider participating and even help planning these activities. 
Vacation Bible Camp and the Church Retreat have separate planning commit-
tees.  

Pastor of Christian Education Carolyn Matthews 
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Hunger Task Force Corner 
 
Sponsor a Family 
 
Many thanks to the LABC community for supporting our Christmas program. 
This year, we sponsored 34 families and 25 seniors from City Team, Family 
Support, Ceasefire, and LABC and 20 men and 13 women from City Team’s 
Turning Point program.  We are grateful to all who bought and wrapped gifts, 
packed bags, and delivered gifts.  HTF is looking forward to continuing to 
make a difference in 2023! 
 
CBSU Drive 
 
This winter the need for coats, blankets, sleeping bags, and new undergar-
ments (boxers, underwear, and socks) is great.  We’re supporting City Team, 
St. Mary’s, and Berkeley Food & Housing.  
 
If you have donations, please drop them at the church, and we will coordinate 
a pick-up. 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29, im-
mediately following Worship in the Sanctuary and on Zoom.  Action items in-
clude approval of the 2023 LABC and LCC budgets.  There also will be mo-
ments of remembrance to reflect on 2022. 

Pastor of Christian Education...continued Carolyn Matthews 

As with all the ministries of Lakeshore, we need your help and gifts to carry out 
the ministry of Christian education.  Consider joining us in the planning and im-
plementation of activities for all of our membership and the greater community.  
There are a variety of areas in which your time and talents are needed.  

Looking forward to a new year with new possibilities, 
Pastor Carolyn 
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January 2023 Preaching Schedule 
Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church 
Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

 
January 1 (Service of Communion, Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering) 
Pastor Hopkins, Preaching 
 “A Confident Prediction” 
 Matthew 2:13-23 
 When the innocent suffer, it is the work of the church to help them pick 
 up the pieces. 
 
January 8 (Epiphany Sunday) Pastor Hopkins, Preaching  
 “Finding Common Ground” 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Paul truly believed that, as followers of Jesus, groups of people with very 
 little in common could find common ground. 
 
January 15 (MLK Jr. Sunday) The Reverend Sydney Webster, Preaching 
 
January 22 Pastor Hopkins, Preaching 
 “When Fishing Is Good for the Fish” 
 Matthew 4:12-23 
 When Jesus tells Peter and Andrew that he wants them to fish for 
 people he has the well-being of the people in mind. 
 
January 29 (Annual Meetings of LABC and OFBC) Pastor Hopkins, Preaching 
 “Here For the Hard Things” 
 Micah 6:1-8 
 If there is one thing that our congregations (LABC and OFBC) have 
 been learning since 1854, is that we are here for the hard things. 
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Church Calendar for January  
 Department Meetings:  
Educational Ministry January 8, 8:45 Zoom; 
Stewardship January 8,12:30 Zoom; 
Social Concerns January 11, 6 Zoom; 
Worship and Congregational Care January 24, 12:30 Zoom. 
Committee Members Leadership Breakfast January 8, 8:45.  New and 
current Committee members’ attendance is encouraged. 
 
 Other Meetings and Events: 
African American History Month Planning Committee January 2, 7 Zoom. 
[Celebration of Life Service for Jonathan Matthews January 7, 11 
Cornerstone Community Church of God in Christ, Marin City—Repast at MLK 
School Marin City.] 
Public Witness Forum January 8, Following Worship Sanctuary and Pastor  
Tanner’s Zoom Account. 
Sanctuary Working Group January 10, 7 Pastor Tanner’s Zoom Account. 
Succession Planning January 12, 7:05 Zoom. 
Flick Flack January 13, 6:30 Barbara Bowman Residence and Zoom (Contact 
Barbara Bowman for Zoom Link). 
Forever Young January 14,1:30 Family Room. 
Church Council January 17, 7:05 Zoom. 
LCC Advisory Board January 25, 5:30 Zoom. 
LABC Reads January 28, 9-10 Zoom. 
Annual Congregational Business Meeting January 29, Following Worship 
Sanctuary and Zoom. 
 

Weekly Meetings 
Sunday at 11:45 AM – Adult Bible Study, Zoom and Church Library 
Tuesday* at 6:00 PM – Bible Study, Zoom 
Wednesday* at 10:30 AM – Bible Study and Prayer (same as Tuesday), Zoom 
Thursday at 6:00 PM – Together in Spirit Bible Study, Zoom  
Saturday at 10:00 AM – Time for Prayer, Zoom  
 
*First Tuesday and Wednesday of each month, Public Witness Bible 
Study. 

 
The church office is closed on Fridays and January 16 (Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day).  Pastor Hopkins’ day off is Friday.  Transmitter deadline is January 16 
(January 26 mailing). 
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January Children and Youth 
Birthdays 

14 Jonah Angotti  

15 Evy Schultze 

16 Jacob Leichter  

Kids and Youth Corner 
 
Psalm 103:1 (NLT) 
Let all that I am praise the Lord; 
    with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 
 
Greetings of the New Year to You All: 
 
Praise the Lord!  Looks like we made it to 2023.  What are you looking 
forward to in this new year?  We finally were able to share Vacation Bible 
Camp together last year along with the Easter Parade and Harvest Festi-
val.  We hope that we can continue meeting together for these and other 
studies and events in this new year.  
 
A new year also means a new start.  We look forward to seeing more of 
you at church and the events and celebrations that makes Lakeshore a 
place for learning, fun, and fellowship.  Coming up in February is African 
American History month and we are looking forward to hosting the “soul 
food” dinner in person.  We still have some things to work out to make 
sure we can meet in person but we hope for a month of great events. 
 
Our prayer for you, as the new year approaches, is that you will be safe, 
well, and continue to grow in knowing God and one another as we fellowship 
together.  May the love of God be known in each of you as you continue to 
grow in love, grace, and knowledge. 
 
With Joy, 
Pastor Carolyn 
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Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 

The winter quarter continues with scripture from the Old and 
New Testaments.  What does it take to live faithfully in the 
present?  There are many seasons to life and they are not all 
joyful.  Together we will learn that faith is a matter of trusting 
in God’s presence in all aspects of our lives. 
 

January 1 – RESOLUTION: Meaning and Joy in the Here and Now 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-3) 
January 8 – RITUAL: Baptism as an Act of Consent, Trust, and Repentance 
(Matthew 3:13-17) 
January 15 – REMEMBRANCE: Endurance and Faithfulness to God (Psalm 
40:1-11) 
January 22 – UNITY: Being of the Same Purpose (I Corinthians 1:10-18) 
January 29 – REQUIREMENT: The Necessities for Faithful Living (Micah 6:1-
8) 
 
The adult bible study class meets on Sunday after worship at 11:45 am, in the 
church library and on Zoom.  Please join us! 

Committee Members Leadership Breakfast 
 
On January 8 at 8:30 a.m. in the Family Room, there will be the leadership 
breakfast for members of the Committees of Lakeshore: Pastoral Relations, 
Personnel, Audit, and Scholarship.  All current and newly elected members 
of the current Committees are invited to meet and use this time to select lead-
ership positions, plan meeting times, and calendar events.  We hope you will 
take this opportunity to get ready for the coming year. 

╬   ╬   ╬ 
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Flick Flack 

We will gather for Flick Flack on Friday, January 13 at 6:30 at 
the home of Barbara Bowman, 1322 Crown Drive, Alameda.  
The film to be viewed and discussed is  The Good Nurse which 
stars two Oscar award winning actors, Jessica Chastain and 

Eddie Redmayne.  A nurse, suspicious that her colleague is responsible for a 
series of mysterious patient deaths, risks her own life to uncover the truth in 
this gripping tale based on true events."  

Each person/couple is asked to bring an appetizer of their choosing.  From 
6:30 to 7:00 we will share appetizers and conversation.  At 7:00 we will view 
the film and follow with a discussion.  If you want to join by Zoom, please 
watch the film via a streaming platform (e.g., Netflix) and join our discussion 
via Zoom at 9.   

Space is limited, so contact Barbara as soon as possible to let her know of 
your attendance.  She apologizes in advance if she runs out of room and can't 
include you (Bbow1@comcast.net; 510.769.0210).  Also, let her know if you 
wish to participate via Zoom, so she can have  the Zoom link provided to you.  

Family News 
 

O ur sympathy to Pastor Carolyn and her family as they mourn the death of 
her son, Jonathan. 

 

S ympathies to Alean Saunders-Coffey and family as they mourn the death of 
her sister, Ethel. 

From the Mail 
 
NOTE:  Captain B.B is the security officer on Lakeshore Avenue.  He noticed 
that one of the unhoused residents of the area needed a coat and shoes and 
asked the church if we could help. (Our Fellowship Fund at Work!) 
Pastor Jim thanks for ur kindness and love.  I went bought nice jacket, shoes. 
He is happy and bought him a lunch.  Tanks a gain merry Christmas!  Captain 
B. B. Some dollars left see any on need get jacket for coming cold days . God 
bless !!!!!! 
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From the LABC Staff 
 
Thank you for from the LABC Staff for 
your most generous Christmas gift. We 
love being part of the LABC family  

From the Mail...continued 

A word of thanks to my Lakeshore family 
 
You will notice we say brother and sister ‘round here 
It’s because we’re a family and these folks are so dear. 
When one has a heartache we all shed a tear 
And rejoice in the victory of this family so dear. 
I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God… 

The words of this Gaither hymn became a reality to my family and myself at the 
end of 2022. You celebrated with us and grieved with us in the loss of my be-
loved son, Jonathan.  Words are not enough to express my thanks for the love 
and support of our community.  The many texts, emails, prayers, and keeping 
us well fed whether in Oakland or Petaluma were greatly appreciated!  Thank 
you for bringing the words of the song, and the scripture text from Galatians 
6:10 a reality in our lives: Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we 
should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. 

—Pastor Carolyn and family 

Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church, 
With your partnership, Jubilee USA organizes strategic and effective campaigns 
that impact hundreds of millions of people living in poverty. Your generous sup-
port is building a more transparent and inclusive economy.  Thank you for your 
continued support.                                                                      —Eric LeCompte 

Jubilee USA Network 
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Christmas Greetings 

Thank you to these households and organizations for the Christmas Greetings they 
sent to LABC: 

Alean Saunders-Coffey 

Alliance of Baptists 

Alodia Corpuz 

Baptist Joint Committee for Reli-
gious Liberty 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America 

Barbara Hunt 

Carol Norris Travis 

Cherri Claire Orphanage in Mbale-
Uganda 

Chuck Johnston 

Church World Service 

Cynthia Dorsey 

Gail and Dennis Carter 

Grand Lake Hardware 

Habitat for Humanity/East Bay and 
Silicon Valley 

Jim Dorr 

Ministers and Missionaries Benefit 
Board 

Jubilee USA 

Pastor Jim and Karen 

Pat Hughes 

St. Mary’s Center 

Sylvia and Theodore Taylor Smith  

Virginia Damretzky 

From the Mail...continued 

Dear Jim, 
On behalf of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, thank you for your 
congregation’s support that empowers us to do far more together than any of us can 
do on our own.  As 2022 comes soon to a close, I want you to know that the work of 
AWAB is expanding in significant and meaningful ways.  AWAB is also looking for-
ward to celebrating 50 years of ministry throughout 2023.  In 1973, a small group of 
Baptists met and started what became known as American Baptists Concerned.  In 
1993, the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists officially launched and 
continued to be a prophetic voice within our ever-growing Baptist families.  AWAB is 
eager to keep living out its mission: to create and support a community of churches, 
organizations and individuals committed to the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in the 
full life and mission of Baptist ministry. 

Gratefully, 
Brian Henderson 

National Coordinator 
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2023 LABC GRIEF AND LOSS DEVOTIONAL: 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Volume II of Comfort in Times of Grief and Loss, a Lakeshore Avenue Baptist 
Church devotional of essays, scriptures, prayers and meditations was pub-
lished in 2016.  We are pleased that Dr. Alean Saunders-Coffey will again edit 
a third volume of this journal in 2023.  The theme is TESTIMONIES ON 
GRIEF AND LOSS and will be dedicated to first person perspectives from 
members of the LABC congregation and community.  

In his poem The Prelude, English poet William Wordsworth describes small, 
memorable events that help define us as “spots of time.”  Some of these oc-
currences, about which we now grieve, may have been lost on our life’s jour-
ney.  You may choose to write about what an experience such as this means 
for you.  

You may also wish to share views about your own health and well-being, care-
giving for someone with an illness, the loss of a job or primary residence, per-
sonal safety and security, the death of a beloved family member, cherished 
friend, acquaintance, animal companion—or someone you never met. 

Submission Guidelines 
Submission period:  January 15-March 15 
Publication:  July/August 
Accepted genres:  original works of nonfiction:  poetry, hymns, essays, 
images 
Multiple submissions will be accepted 
Include your name and contact information on each page 
Include a brief biography 
Submit your work in a Microsoft Word Document attachment to 
aleansaunderscoffey@gmail.com 
You may send paper submissions by postal mail to: Dr. Alean Saunders-
Coffey, 3871 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611 
 

For questions or additional information, contact 
Alean Saunders-Coffey at 510 435.5290.  

mailto:aleansaunderscoffey@gmail.com
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Earth Stewardship Task Force Corner 
 
         Twenty twenty-two has passed like many years before 
         Full of hypocrisy, pandemic, inflation  and war. 
         And yet we continue the same patterns of life 
         that got us into this mess of  perilous strife. 
         So our hope of 2023 should be, unlike years past, 

                                  Transforming, changing to green living at last. 
                                  We can still live full lives as we care for the Earth 
                                  Tending  to global needs for all they are worth. 
                                  So have a happy year, with sincere concerns too 
                                  Hoping to consider the Earth in whatever you do. 

A  thought for my hopes for a better year, even though so much seems beyond 
our control.  I’ll try to put some lists on the bulletin board as reminders of per-
sonal things we can do.  That won’t account for much though unless it begins a 
copying pattern.  When many people start changing habits (what they eat, what 
they purchase) the manufacturers are forced to pay attention.  We can change 
how we buy things, reduce plastics and excess packaging, support local suppli-
ers, and improve the food we consume.  And then, beyond personal ideas, join 
and support groups whose twist on climate policies blend with your own inter-
ests, because so many of our issues are connected.  Most social improvement 
comes from the bottom up–the grass roots.  It often takes a long time for the 
powerful to learn and understand, but eventually they get it.  It’s been too slow, 
but changes happen.  There are many signs of clever concerned people devel-
oping safe replacement products and practices to abolish dangerous systems.  
Now the struggle for improvement is getting stronger.  All around there are op-
portunities to participate.  And you can meet new people and feel good too. 

—Mary Sue Meads 

Trip to Holy Land 

It’s not too late!  We still have openings for pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  The 
trip is from April 24

th
 to May 5

th 
with a local United Methodist group.  Jesse Lu-

cas and Mary Sue Meads from Lakeshore Ave. Baptist are going.  If you ever 
wanted to walk where Jesus walked or get baptized in the Jordan River, this 
trip is for you.  If interested, call Jesse at 510 459.0410. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to all January birthday folk! 

 1 Doris Evans 
 11 Marc Buffin 
 15 Allison Angotti 
 16 Yvonne Crosby-Young 
  Asha Singh 
 17 Kristen Phillips 
 18 Jayne Chin 
  Daniel Pryfogle 

25 Barbara Bowman 
  Susan Bradley 
26 Amber Broadnax 
  Patrick Dawkins 
  David Menninger 
30 Jennifer Pancoe Gurney  

Save the Dates: 

The following are important upcoming 
events that we hope you won’t miss: 

 

July 

 10-14 Vacation Bible 
   Camp 

 

August 
       4-6 All Church  

  Retreat 

╬   ╬   ╬ 
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Church Website www.labcoakland.org 
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