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L 
ABC carries many identities.  One of those identities is that we are a 
community of preachers.  There are many very able proclaimers of the 
good news, both on the church staff and in the church membership. 

 
This identity is one reason that I am now preaching two, at most three, Sundays 
a month.  I love to preach and my weeks have a more definitive rhythm to them 
when I am preaching.  Preaching is not now, nor has it ever been, a burden to 
me.  
 
However, it would be a shame, if not a sin, to ignore the gifts within our 
community.  In our American Baptist tradition, belief in the priesthood of all 
believers is a defining belief.  The priesthood of all believers does not mean that 
every believer is an able preacher.  It does mean that when a person is an able 
preacher, his/her gifts should be used to glorify God and strengthen the 
community. 
 
In the year gone by, Pastor Allison, Pastor Carolyn and Minister Sandra have 
preached.  Sydney Webster, Julian Nesbitt, Wally Bryen, Nathan Brittsan, Dave 
Robinson and Chris Schelin have been Sunday proclaimers.  All have shared 
good and needed messages with us.  We are the better for them having shared 
their gifts. 
 
In Advent we will hear from Pastor Allison and Dale Edmondson.  On Martin 
Luther King Jr. Sunday, Sydney will return to the LABC pulpit.  In African-
American history month, Pastor Carolyn, Robert Wilkins and Julian will preach. 
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In addition to preaching at LABC, members of our community frequently preach 
at other churches and at other religious and community gatherings.  I like to lift 
them in our public prayers when they do, but sometimes I don’t know about it 
until I hear their sermon being praised by someone who heard them preach. 
 
My basic point is this.  Good preaching matters in the Baptist tradition and it is 
not the work only of paid clergy.  It is a community endeavor, a community 
identity. I give thanks that we are a community of preachers.  Let us neither 
hide this identity nor waste this gift. 
 
Peace, 
Jim H. 

Our Life Together...continued H. James Hopkins 

Pastor of Christian Education Carolyn Matthews 

Christmas is Love Incarnate 

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  

15
For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin.  

16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 
4:12-15, NIV) 

As we move from the activities of Thanksgiving into the season of Advent and 
the preparations for the celebration of Christmas, we can sometimes get lost in 
the “doing of the tasks” of this time.  Depending on one’s plans, there is travel 
to arrange, considering who will host family festivities and, of course, the gift 
list.  An added consideration may be ministry obligations and how this may af-
fect family plans.  The holidays, and Christmas in particular, may become a 
time of added stress – especially if everyday living has become uncertain for 
whatever reason or reasons. 
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These words from the poem by Christina Rossetti (which also have been set to 
music) describe just what we are called to remember in our Christmas prepara-
tions and celebrations:  

“Love came down at Christmas,/ Love all lovely, Love Divine, 
Love was born at Christmas, /Star and Angels gave the sign.” 

 
The busyness, the trappings, sometimes are distracting. What is important to 
remember is that “Love was born at Christmas,” the love that took on human 
flesh in order that we might be true friends of Jesus and become a part of the 
“family of God.”  

This is the love that allows us, encourages us, to open our hearts to God no 
matter our current state of mind.  We have a fellowship and a family in which 
we can share our joys and struggles so we do not have to carry our burdens 
alone. So if things start to get heavy or seem overwhelming, take time to be 
still, take time to connect.  Lakeshore has groups meeting through the week 
where a person can find fellowship and encouragement for this journey: Bible 
studies and prayer times on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Sat-
urday, which can be accessed via Zoom.  My prayer for each of us is that we 
may fully appreciate all that this time means and embrace fully what it means to 
be part of the family of God and to have a great high priest who has made it 
possible for us to “approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 

Blessings of the Season to each of us as we grow together in Jesus, 
Pastor Carolyn 

Pastor of Christian Education...continued Carolyn Matthews 

Department Members Leadership Breakfast 

On December 11 at 8:30 a.m. in the Family Room, there will be the Leadership 
Breakfast for members of the Departments of Lakeshore: Education, Steward-
ship, Worship and Congregational Care, Outreach and Membership, Hospitali-
ty, and Social Concerns.  All current, returning, and new members of the listed 
Departments are invited to meet and use this time to select various leadership 
positions, plan meeting times, and calendar events.  We hope you will take this 
opportunity to get ready for the coming year. 
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Pastor of Public Witness Allison J. Tanner 

Public Witness – Advent Invitations 

D 
uring Advent we remember Mary and Joseph’s travels to Bethlehem as 
they navigated their way through occupation and oppression.  We retell 
their story of rejection in their time of great need as well as the support 

they received from unexpected community.  As we journey through Advent this 
year, we also remember Palestinians who continue to navigate their way 
through occupation, oppression, and rejection, as well as the invitation to be 
part of their community of support.  

The most recent ask from our Palestinian siblings is to acknowledge that the 
harsh realities they are enduring constitute apartheid and to join our voices with 
the many human rights groups and denominations who have already named 
this.  Palestinian Christians and their international Christian partners have writ-
ten A dossier on Israeli Apartheid: A Pressing Call to Churches Around the 
World.  I invite you to join me in a three-part Advent study of this document.  
The series will take place on Tuesday evenings from 6-7 on Dec. 6, 13 and 20 
and repeated on Wednesday mornings from 10:30-11:30 on Dec 7, 14 and 21.  
We will explore the following themes: 
 

•Apartheid and the Palestinian Experience – hearing their cries  
•Biblical and Theological Reflections – uniting in faith 
•Faithful Responses – incarnating Advent’s promises 

On December 4, Lakeshore will participate in the Preach Palestine project, a 
national effort to highlight our Palestinian siblings during Advent.  This service 
will be a worshipful grounding for our Bible Study.  The Public Witness Forum 
on December 4 will be a sermon talk-back and discussion of the many ways we 
can join in solidarity with Palestinians this Advent season. 

Advent reminds us of the powerful promises of hope, peace, joy, and love.  This 
year we will embrace these themes for ourselves and for our world, following the 
leadership of those who continue to live in and near Bethlehem, and throughout 
the world. 

https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication/a-dossier-on-israeli-apartheid-a-pressing-call-to-churches-around-the-world
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication/a-dossier-on-israeli-apartheid-a-pressing-call-to-churches-around-the-world
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Church Calendar for December 
Department Meetings:  

Educational Ministry December 4, 8:45 Zoom; 
Stewardship December 11,12:30 Zoom; 
Social Concerns December 14, 6 Zoom; 
Worship and Congregational Care December 27, 12:30 Zoom. 

 
Other Meetings and Events: 
 

African American History Month Planning Meeting December 5, 7 Zoom. 
Forever Young December 10, 12:45 Family Room. 
Leadership Breakfast December 11, 8:30 Family Room. 
Sanctuary Working Group December 13, 7 Pastor Tanner’s Zoom Account. 
[Lakeshore Ave. Holiday Event December 16, 4-7 - see page 12]. 
Blue Christmas Service December 18, 11:45 Sanctuary and Zoom. 
Gift Wrapping for Sponsor a Family December 18, Following Blue Christmas 
Service Family Room. 
Church Council December 20, 7:05 Zoom. 
[Christmas Gift Delivery for Sponsor a Family December 22, 10]. 
Christmas Eve Service December 24, 6:30 (organ music at 6:15) Sanctuary 
and Zoom. 
LCC Advisory Board December 28, 5:30 Zoom. 
LABC Reads December 31, 9-10 Zoom. 
[Service of the Crosses December 31, 3 St. Columba’s Church, Oakland.] 
 
Weekly Meetings 
Sunday at 11:45 AM – Adult Bible Study (Zoom and in person) 
Tuesday* at 6:00 PM – Adult Bible Study, Zoom 
Wednesday* at 10:30 AM – Bible Study and Prayer (same as Tuesday), Zoom 
Thursday at 6:00 PM – Together in Spirit Bible Study, Zoom 
 Saturday at 10:00 AM – Time for Prayer, Zoom 
 
*First Tuesday and Wednesday of each month, Public Witness Bible 
Study. 

NOTE:  No Bible Study December 25-January 1 
 

The church office is closed on Fridays, December 25 and 26 (Christmas 
Holiday).  Pastor Hopkins day off is Friday.  Transmitter deadline is December 
19 (December 29 mailing). 
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December 2022 Preaching Schedule 
 

December 4 (Second Sunday of Advent, Lighting the Candle of Peace Service 
of Communion) Pastor Tanner, Preaching 
 “How We Get There” 
 Isaiah 11:1-20 
 Jesus came not only to offer a beautiful vision of a world filled with 
 peace and justice, but also a roadmap for getting us there.  
 
December 11 (Third Sunday of Advent, Lighting the Candle of Joy) Pastor 
Hopkins, Preaching 
 “A Holy Highway” 
 Isaiah 35:1-10 
 Today’s scripture invites us to consider the Divine road-building project 
 that is Advent. 
 
December 18 (Fourth Sunday of Advent, Lighting the Candle of Love) Rev. 
Dale Edmondson,  Preaching 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve, 6:30 - Organ Music begins at 6:15 - Lighting of 
the Christ Candle) 
 “Give Us a Sign” 
 Luke 2:1-20 
   
December 25 (Christmas Day, Lighting of the Christ Candle) Pastor Hopkins, 
Preaching 
 “I Think She Sees Us” 
 Isaiah 9:2-7 
 The promise of Christmas is that child will grow to see and hear us. 

Christmas Festival of Cookies 

Please bring a plate of your favorite Christmas cookies for 
Coffee Hour on Christmas Day, Sunday the 25.
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KIDS AND YOUTH CORNER 
For to us a child is born, 
  to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the greatness of his government and peace 
  there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
  and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
  with justice and righteousness 
  from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
will accomplish this. 
 (Isaiah 9:6-8, NIV) 
 
Advent and Christmas greetings to you all: 
 
We hope Thanksgiving was a good time to spend with family and friends. The next 
big holiday is, of course, Christmas.  We are now in the time of Advent – waiting 
for the chance to celebrate the child that was spoken of in the bible passage 
above. 
 
Jesus was God’s gift to us – that we might be friends with God but also with one 
another.  Jesus taught us, by His life here on earth, to care for one another.  
Just as Jesus showed love, concern, and compassion for others he invites us to do 
the same.  Our church shows its love for others through the Hunger Task Force, 
“Sponsor a Family.”  Gifts and food are given to help a family celebrate Christmas.  
We also can show our thanks to God by helping others and taking care of one 
another.  If you and your family would like to help, please contact Ms. Sheila.  
And, just as we did before the pandemic, we will be delivering gifts to the 
families.  This is one of those times when we can help others and appreciate the 
joy of being together.  The date for delivery has not been determined but it will 
be either December 22 or 23 and we share a time of fellowship at lunch after the 
deliveries.  Again, Ms. Sheila can answer any questions you may have.  
 
As we continue to move into the days ahead, may you know the love, grace, and 
peace that Christ brings to each of us and may you have the opportunity to share 
that same love, grace, and peace with someone else.  
 
With Joy, 
Pastor Carolyn 
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December Youth Birthdays 

4 Kamari Lee 

17 Sydney Smith 

19 Cassie Leichter 

25 Henry Hopkins 

30 Emma Schelin 

way you will receive a quarterly contri-
bution statement. 
 

Worship and Congregational 
Care Needs Your Help 

One of the duties of the Worship and 
Congregational Care Department is to 
organize and provide Communion 
Servers for the first Sunday of each 
month.  We need four servers each 
first Sunday.  We would like to sched-
ule a rotating list of people to provide 
this important service.  If we have at 
least 12 volunteers, groups of four 
could rotate each month so each indi-
vidual would only need to serve every 
three months.  Please contact Paige 
Bence, Chair of the Worship and Con-
gregational Care Department, via 
phone or email to volunteer.  She will 
arrange a short meeting to review in-
structions and will provide a schedule 
to the volunteers.  Please give prayer-
ful consideration to this important ser-
vice.  Paige Bence Contact Infor-
mation: 
510.584.6940, leebence@yahoo.com 

Flick Flack  
 
There will be no Flick 
Flack in December; 
however, it will resume 
on Friday, January 12.  
Details to follow in the 
January Transmitter and 

future bulletins 
 

Offering Envelopes for 2023 
 
The 2023 Offering Envelopes are be-
ing prepared now.  They will be in the 
Narthex the end of December.  They 
can also be mailed upon request.  If 
you do not have an assigned number 
and would like offering envelopes, 
please call the church office.  In that 

mailto:leebence@yahoo.com
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Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 
Our winter quarter lessons begin during the season of Advent, and the Scrip-
tures remind us of God’s faithfulness in bringing promises to fruition.  “From 
the gift of the incarnation to the gift of grace through Christ’s sacrifice, God 
keeps covenant and brings to pass the predictions of God’s prophets.  Em-
manuel: God is with us, and we are invited to be with God through intentional 
discipleship that holds us accountable to the teachings of Christ.  We are re-
minded that there are different seasons in life, not all of which bring us joy.  
Yet, whatever we are experiencing in our present, God is with us to bring us 
safely into a new season of blessings.  We are required to trust in God’s timing 
and, in the meantime, do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God—as our 
lives shine light upon the God who loves us all.” 
 
December 4 – IMMINENT: Isaiah Foretold It (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
December 11 – PATIENCE: The Spiritual Art of Waiting (James 5:7-10) 
December 18 – HONOR: Conundrums on the Way to the Manger (Matthew 
1:18-25) 
December 25 – REVERENCE: Kneeling at the Manger in Bethlehem (Luke 
2:1-20) 
The adult bible study class meets on Sunday after worship at 11:45 am, in the 
church library and on Zoom.  Please join us! 

Harvest Festival 

On October 29 Lakeshore played host to a gathering of creatures real and im-
agined and some famous historical people.  In conjunction with the Lakeshore 
Business District, we once again held the Harvest Festival and Halloween pa-
rade.  It was great weather and we had a nice group of happy and engaged 
participants.  There were plenty of cupcakes to ice (with a variety of frostings), 
crafts, corn dogs, snacks, and drinks. This could have only taken place through 
the efforts of so many willing and able volunteers.  So we would like to say 
“thank you” to our cupcake bakers, those who supplied the frosting (we have 
enough unopened for a head start on the Easter gathering), those who arrived 
early to help set up, those who were on hand to help with the crafts, those who 
helped guide the parade up Lakeshore, the corn dog crew, and the many 
hands that helped to get things cleaned up and put away.  Thank you for your 
efforts in helping to make our church a welcoming part of the Lakeshore com-
munity.  
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Hymn Stories For Thursday Bible Study 
 
Hymn stories will be the focus of the  Thursday Bible Study, “Together in 
Spirit.”  We will hear the stories of the composers and consider the 
themes of selected hymns from a biblical perspective.  The schedule in-
cludes: 
 
December 8 – Selected Negro Spirituals (biblical references) 
December 15 – Charles Austin Miles – Hymns include: “In the Garden”, 
“A New Name in Glory,” “Dwelling in Beulah Land,” “If Jesus Goes with 
Me” 
December 22 - Charles Albert Tindley - Hymns include: “Heaven’s Christ-
mas Tree,” “We’ll Understand it Better By and By,” “Leave it There,” “The 
Storm is Passing Over,” “I’ll Overcome Someday” 
 
We encourage you to join us this month over Zoom at 6:00 p.m. 

LABC Reads (December 2022 – March 2023) 
 

December 31 - Morality for Beautiful Girls (No. 1 La-
dies Detective Agency) - Alexander McCall Smith 
 
January 28 - The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immi-
grants Will Never Tell You - Dina Nayeri 
 
February 25 - African American History Month Selec-
tion – TBA 

 
March 25 – Knots and Crosses (An Inspector Rebus Novel) - Ian Rankin 
 

Join us at 9 a.m. on Zoom!! 
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Forever Young 
 
Join us on Saturday, December 10 at 12:45 in the Family Room for 
a time of Christmas Carols, fellowship, lunch, and mystery Christ-
mas gift exchange.  Please note that singing will start at 1 p.m. as 
our lovely accompanist Charlene Wolf will only be joining us for a 
half hour. 
 
Suggested donation is $7.  All are invited, but RSVP is required so 

we can plan accordingly. To RSVP, Contact Sandra Lee at San-
dra.lee12@gmail.com.  See you there! 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).  In this Scripture, 
the people in sorrow were offered hope while waiting for the Messiah. 

On life’s journey we are often in need of comfort.  We may have health con-
cerns, be a caregiver for someone, experience the loss of a job, have a need 
for adequate shelter, or grieve the loss of a loved one.  The unique changes 
caused by COVID over the past few years have added an additional layer of 
challenge to those we usually face in life. 

The Advent Season, in which we celebrate the anticipation of the birth of the 
Savior, may not provide comfort and joy amidst public and personal grief, 
loss, sadness, change, transition, fear, struggle, depression or loneliness.  
Many Christian denominations and congregations offer a Blue Christmas or 
The Longest Night Service, held near the day of the year with the least 
amount of daylight.  Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church will observe its sev-
enth Blue Christmas Service, after Worship, on Sunday, December 18 via 
Zoom/YouTube and in the Sanctuary.  We are thankful for the work of Jeanne 
Robinson and Alean Saunders-Coffey, the original Coordinators of the LABC 
Grief and Loss Ministry in supporting this group and the Blue Christmas Ser-
vice over the years.  Minister Sandra Lee invites you to come in person or 
join in at 11:45 a.m. to share this time of music, readings, prayers and dance 
to seek hope and renewal .  May we come together to offer support and com-
fort to one another. 



 

12 



 

13 

Hunger Task Force Corner  
 
Christmas Program 

 
Many thanks for supporting our Thanksgiving program.  Now on to 
Christmas! This year, we’re sponsoring 34 families and 25 seniors 
from City Team, Family Support, Ceasefire, and LABC.  If you are 
interested in Sponsoring A Family or purchasing gifts for an individu-
al for Christmas, please email LABCHungerTask@gmail.com or call 
Sheila Sims at 510.205.8185.  We’re also taking donations of $25 

gift cards to Target, Walmart and grocery stores.  We will have a sign-up table 
in the family room on Sundays through December 11.  On Sunday, December 
18, we will need help with wrapping gifts.  
 
Good news!  For the first time in three years, we will deliver our gifts directly to 
the families we’re sponsoring.  We’ll be delivering to 10-15 families and need 
between 5 and 10 drivers.  Please join us at church on Thursday, December 
22 at 10 a.m. as we get organized and start driving by 10:30.  Lunch will be 
provided afterwards at the church.  Please let us know if you can help with 
driving.  
 
CBSU Drive 
 
As winter is approaching the need for coats, blankets, sleeping bags, and new 
undergarments (boxers, underwear, and socks) is great. We’re supporting City 
Team, St. Mary’s, and Berkeley Food & Housing. 
 
Harbor House is also asking for donations of new toys (under $10, e.g., simple 
board games, puzzles) and children’s books (new or very good condition). 
 
If you have donations, please drop them at the church, and we will coordinate 
a pick-up. 
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Family News 
 
Joanna Paun, Pastor Carolyn’s daughter, has 
been named “School Board Member of the 
Year,” by the California School Boards Associa-
tion. Joanna’s election to the Petaluma School 
Board came from a positive response to a nega-
tive incident.  In running and winning a position 
on the board four years ago, she became the 
first African American elected official in the city 
of Petaluma.  She has presided as president of 
the school board for the last two years and she 
will continue on the board after this year’s elec-
tions. The last few years have been filled with 
unique challenges for all those involved in public 

education, so this honor comes at a particularly significant time. Congratula-
tions Mrs. Paun and may you continue to bring honor to your faith in your ser-
vice to others as a member of the school board. 

O ur sympathy to Rod Murray and his family  as they mourn the death of his 
sister-in-law. 

 

S ympathies to the family and friends of Helen Roberson as they mourn her 
death. 

 

W e offer our sympathy to Gloria Meads and family as they mourn the loss 
of Gloria’s son-in-law, Dan. 

 

C ongratulations to Dr. Harold Davis on the birth of his first great-grandchild, 
Bennett Davis Malone. 
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December BIRTHDAYS 
Happy birthday to all December birthday folk 

1  Barbra MacNair 
2  Nellie Buffin 
3  George White 
4  Carolyn Person 
6  Khalilah Beal-Uribe 
8  Larry Hutchings 
  Larry Sims 
  Tamara Thienes 
10  Derrick Nesbitt 

16  Sydney Webster 
  Judson LeRoy Day II 
19  Sondra Price 
20  Jill Nesbitt 
27  Carol Norris Travis 
28  Innocent Osajindu 
31  Julian Nesbitt  

Save the Dates: 

The following are some important 
upcoming events that we hope you 
won’t miss: 
 
January    
 8 Committee Member 

Leadership Breakfast 
 15 MLK Jr. Sunday 
 29 Annual Meeting 
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